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U. S. DEPARTLIENT OF LABOR ; '''^''.'yi . 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION y •• 

Washington 

"• - y WAGE-HOUR SEi-SONAL EXEMPTION FOR VIRGINIA-S!IITHFIELD •• • 
•'.̂  MEAT PACKERS AS'SOdlATlON'ilADE FINAL . . . . . . : , 

Seasonal exemption from t h e maximxmi hours p r o v i s i o n s of t h e Fa i r 

Labor Standards Act has been g ran ted t h e V i r g i n i a - S m i t h f i e l d Meat Packers 

Assoc i a t i on , t h e Vfage and Hour Div i s ion of t h e U. S, Department of Labor 

announced t oday . The exemption pe rmi t s employees engaged i n cur ing and 

packing V i rg in i a -S ra i t h f i e ld hams, v/hich a re produced from peanut fed hogs 

in c e r t a i n l i m i t e d a r ea s i n V i r g i n i a , t o work up t o 12 hours a day and 56 

hours a week, wi thou t overt ime payment, for & pe r iod of not more than 14 

workweeks a y e a r . 

A p u b l i c hear ing on t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of the V i r g i n i a - S m i t h f i e l d 

Meat Packers Assoc ia t ion for t h i s exemption was conducted i n Washington, 

January 9, 1940 by Harold S t e i n , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r of the Hearings Brejich 

of the Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n . Mr. S t e i n ' s f i n d i n g , t h a t t he i n d u s t r y was 

seasonal was pub l i shed i n t h e Federa l Reg i s t e r February 10, 1940. During 

the 15 days follovring t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n no o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e exemption were 

rece ived by the YH&ge and Hour D iv i s ion , and accord ing ly , by t h e terms of 

the a p p l i c a b l e r e g u l a t i o n s of the D iv i s ion , t h e Admin is t ra to r s u s t a i n s the 

f ind ing and g ran t s the exemption. This does not involve any modi f ioa t ion 

of the 30 cen t s p e r hour minimum wage p r o v i s i o n of the law. 
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